Thesaurus of terms used to describe images in the

list of illustrations in British books 1604-40

	Term used
	Explanation 

	Architectural plan
	Plan of a building or complex of buildings.



	Coat of arms
	Armorial device, often presented as shield and subdivided by quartering, etc.

	Device
	A pictorial or quasi-pictorial motif. Sometimes noted as ‘Publisher’s device’ when it appears on a title-page or as a colophon. Sometimes described as ‘emblematic device’ if a central component appears to be an emblem.

	Diagram/geometrical figure
	Presentation of information in linear or tabular form: often omitted but sometimes included if featuring pictorial element

	Emblem/emblematic device
	A symbolic image, often accompanied by a motto, as in an emblem book of the period

	Equipment
	Woodcut images of pieces of equipment, often relating to a particular craft or skill

	Figure(s), usually human
	A free-standing figure, either individual or in pairs or more

	Frontispiece (Fp)
	Frontispiece facing title-page



	Map
	A two-dimensional representation of a place, country, etc

	Portrait
	A likeness of an individual, often specified as ‘portrait bust’ (i.e., head and shoulders only), ‘half-length portrait’, ‘full-length portrait’, etc.

	Scene
	Illustration in which human figures or animals interact with landscape, objects or each other. Sometimes accompanied by other words, e.g. ‘Rural scene’.

	Title-page, decorative

(Decorative tp)
	Ornamental title-page with decorative features only

	Title-page, illustrative

(Illustrative tp)
	Ornamental title-page with human figures and other motifs often relating to the subjectmatter of the book

	Type ornament
	Usually omitted but occasionally included if featuring pictorial element, e.g. tetragrammaton in 14965, p. 1.

	View
	Picture of a place, landscape, etc; if possible specified as ‘view of town’

	Zodiac man
	Diagram illustrating which parts of the body were under the influence of which signs of the zodiac


